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me rPORL S 


OF THE 


Zee Ol MEN 


AND OTHER TOWN OFFICERS OF 


PeeeGDON. N. H. 


INCLUDING THE REPORT OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


FOR THE 


Peete mDING MArcH ist, 1880. 


BELLOWS FALLS: 
TIMES STEAM BOOK AND JOB PRINTING HOUSK. 
1880. 


GmeorMENS REPORD. 


VALUATION OF THE TOWN. 


Value of real estate taxed, 
101 polls, 
196 horses, 
497 cattle, 
1512 sheep, 
19 hogs, 
Stock in banks, 
Stock in public funds, 


Money on hand, 
Stock in trade, 


3 mills, 
5 carriages, 


28 dogs, 


ASSESSMENTS. 
State tax, 
County tax, 
‘Town tax, 
School tax, 
Highway paid in labor, 


$185,904 00 
10,100 00 
11,278 00 
14,406 00 

3,424 00 
106 00 
10,434 00 
8,100 00 
18,520 00 
744 00 
1,700 00 
546 00 
28 00 


$265,290 00 


$648 00 
663 58 
377 03 
700 00 

465 05 


$2,853 66 


Report oF Town TREASURER 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH FIRST, 1880. 


RECEIPTS. 


Cash in treasury March 1, 1879, 

Taxes of 1877, 

Taxes of 1878, 

Taxes of 1879, 

Savings bank tax, 

Literary fund, 

Old plank, 

Apples in the pound, 

Bounties paid back from the state, 
Cash from District No. 3, 


“a “ee ee ce 9 
6, 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
Cash paid state tax, 


county tax, 
on orders, 


Cash in treasury March 1, 1880, 


$ 303 59 
23 24 
569 93 
2,283 98 
510 83 
21 09 

1 00 

1 00 

13 40 

5 00 

5 00. 


$3,758 06 


648 00 
663 58 
2,083 11 


$3,394 69 
343 37 


$3,758 06 


JOHN CURRIER, Treasurer. 
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EXPENDITURES. 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
C. A. Holden, 
H. M. Elwell, ~ Selectmen for 1878, 
Chas. Winch, ' 
John Currier, town treasurer, 
Mary 8. Prentiss, superintendent of schools, 
John 8S. Walker, collector, 1878, 
Edgar P. Fish, collector, 1879, 
Roswell Huntoon, auditor, 


Total, 
SCHOOLS. 


District No. 1, W. B. Dow, 
6 eet. i. Clark, 
‘“ SEs WE NEON Walker, 


dD, 
. “ 4, A. E. Clark, 
“ * >... b. Russell, 


ae est tomith, 
8. G. Baldwin, share paid Charlestown, 
Angier & Lufkin, share paid Alstead, 
J. A. Cline, maps, 


Total, 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 
John Hosmer, snow bill, 
William Condon, do., 
John Condon, do., 
Charles Westney, do., 
William Condon, do., 
KE. W. Holden, do., 
Riley Goodell, do., 
H. M. Holden, do., 
J. W. Holden, do., 
R. C. Huntley, do., 


$538 12 
26 75 
37 10 

25 00 

25 00 

20 00 
19 00 
1 00 


$206. 97 
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$776 97 


Wm. Kirkpatrick, do., 

Martin Bascom, do., 

Henry Huntley, do., 

J. B. Russell, do., 

James Willard, do., 

M. 8. Buxton, do., 

E. Porter, do., 

H. Wiley, do., 

I. P. Smith, do., 

J.C. Walker, timber and snow bill, 

E. Bidwell, posts and snow bill, 

D. P. Davis, work on bridge, and snow bill, 
H. E. Smith, snowing bridge, 

Chas. Winch, do., 

ki. M. King, do., 

Michael Meany, sluice, 

J. D. Holmes, bridge plank, 

C. A. Holden, do., 

Chas. Winch, do., 

R. Elwell, do., 

R. Huntoon, bridge plank and work on bridge, 
J.S. Walker, work on road, 

R. A. Lucas, work on road, 

D. P. Davis, cutting brush, 

C. A. Holden, railing on Cold River road, 


Prentiss bridge, 


Total, 


BOUNTIES. 


Roswell Huntoon, bounty on 3 foxes, 
H. M. Holden, do. on 1 hawk, 

C. C. Holden, do. on 1 hawk, 

James Bascom, do. on 4 hawks, 
Chas. Winch, do. on 2 hawks, 

W. P. Davis, do. on 3 hawks, 


Oo ol 


Dee AB oF 


jail 


Vis 


2 
18 
4 

2 
10 
486 


Oo me 


19 
21 


$739 


$1 


21 


50 
20. 
20 
80 
40 
60 


lL. M. Russell, do. on 1 hawk, 
Harvey Davis, do. on 1 hawk, 
Frankie Wetherbee, do. on 1 hawk, 
Calvin Smith, do. on 1 hawk, 
Herman Wilder, do. on 2 hawks, 


Total, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Charlie C. Holden, sweeping hall, 

E. S. Robbins, repairing scraper, 

Morrill & Silsby, books, 

J. G. Bellows, counsel, 

I. P. Smith, repairing town hall, 

Charies Pierce, mowing cemetery, 

Geo. Dickey, damage on highway, 

H. G. Macomber, abatement of taxes, 

F. M. Wetherbee, watering trough, 

J.S. Walker, abatement taxes, 1878, 

E. P. Fish, abatement taxes, 1879, 
Henry Wiley, abatement taxes, 1876-77, 
Burrell Porter, damage to sheep by dogs, 
N. L. Kennedy, oe > 
S. L. Slader, services as sexton, 

I. P. Fish, non-resident highway taxes worked, 


PAUPERS. 


Town of Claremont, Geo. Davis’s family, 


D. A. Gale, * 


C. A. Holden, moving goods and freight for Davis 


ily, 
Ira Holmes, support of A. Holmes, 


20 
20 
20 
20 
40 


$4 90 


D0 
25 
> 90 
2 00 
7 60 
1 00 
+ 00 
6 30 
> OO 
2 42 
5 68 
4 86 
26 00 
» 00 
9 70 
6 97 


$86 18 


$163 63 
50) OO 


10 25 
~ 60 00 


$268 88 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Town officers, $206 
Schools, 776 
Highways and bridges, 739 
Miscellaneous, 8&6 
Paupers, 268 
Bounties, 4 
State tax, 648 
County tax, 663 


97 
97 
21 
18 
88 
90 
OO 


D8 


$3,394 69 


ASSETS. 
Cash in treasury March 1, 1880, TS GSAS OT 
Taxes of 1879, uncollected, 154 18 
Total, 7 $497 55 
INDEBTEDNESS. 
Outstanding accounts estimated, $150 00 
Balance in fayor of the town, $347 55 


CHAS. A. HOLDEN, ) Selectmen 
HENRY M: ELWELL,* of 
DANIEL P. DAVIS, -) Langdon. 


REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1880. 


The superintending school committee presents the following 
report to the citizens of Langdon : — 


DISTRICT NO; 1. 


W. B. Dow, Prudential Committee. 


This district has had two terms of school, both taught by 
Miss M. E. Nelson, in the house of Mr. Dow. The numbers are 
small, but the material good. The work done by both teacher 
and pupils was patient and thorough, and the improvement made 
satisfactory. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 
H. C. Clark, Prudential Committee. 

This school was taught throughout the year by Miss Ada E. 
Bragg of Keene, who had not had experience in teaching, but 
who, nevertheless, succeeded very well. Teacher and pupils 
seemed harmonious in their relations, and both did very good 
work. The grammar class made especially good progress. There 
are no outline maps in the school-house. On this account the 
work in geography must necessarily be defective. I would re- 
mind the coming prudential committee that five per cent of the 
money of the district may lawfully be expended for repairs and 
furniture, and suggest that maps be bought next year, even 


though the school terms be shortened a little. . 
a oe 
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DISTRICT NO. 3. 
J. Walker, Prudential Committee. 


Miss J. EK. Bacon taught the summer term,— her fourth in 
the school, 


and worked in her customary thorough and _ perse- 
vering manner. Excellent work was done in all the classes. 
The little children made uncommon adyancement in reading, 
spelling and writing —not printing —the letters of the alpha- 
bet and combining them into simple words. This keeps them 
busy, which is a good thing; but, better still, they learn to read 
both the written and printed characters at the same time, and 
also make a very helpful beginning in the art of writing. 

The winter term was taught by Miss Mary E. Anderson, 
who brought to her work good qualifications and good methods of 
teaching, but who failed to please some of her pupils, four of 
whom left sometime during the first half of the term on account 
of some misunderstanding or dissatisfaction. It seemed to me 
that there was not sufficient ground for this trouble; that if par- 
ents, teacher and pupils had been harmonious, this loss of valua- 
ble school time might have been avoided. The school went on 
quietly, doing good work, and the closing examination showed 
very good advancement in all the classes. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 
A. E. Clark, Prudential Committee. 


-The summer and fall terms were taught by Miss Ella E. 
Wood, a teacher who has had long and successful experience. 
During the summer term the attendance was good, the discipline 
good, and the work thorough. The primer class was particularly 
successful. The school numbered nine. 

At the beginning of the fall term three of the little children 
were unable to attend on account of illness and the long dis- 
tance they had to walk. The older pupils did not go chiefly be- 
cause they found it inconvenient to go in the fall and preferred a 
long winter term, so there were really only four names registered. 
Soon two of these withdrew, leaving only two little girls. It did 
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not seem best to expend the money for these alone, and the schoo! 
was closed at the end of three weeks. So at the beginning of 
the winter term there was money enough for a long school. Miss 
Alma E. Bragg, a teacher of experience, was employed. There 
were ten scholars. One little girl left when the snow came, be- 
cause she was too young to go. Another left on account of il- 
ness. These withdrawals were, of course, unavoidable. One of 
the older girls refused obedience, and left at the end of about 
five weeks. With this one exception the school went on quietly 
and harmoniously for eight weeks, at the end of which time the 
scholars decided almost unanimously that they would not attend 
longer, although there was no complaint or dissatisfaction. So 
all but two or three left and the house was shut again at the end 
of nine weeks, quite asum of money being left unexpended. 
This result seemed all the more to be regretted as the pupils very 
much need sshool instruction and discipline. Good teachers 
were employed, the children were, almost without exception, do- 
cile, though not anxious to go to school, and there seems. to be 
no doubt that the exercise of a little parental authority in the 
matter would have made this a profitable year to the district. 


eR NO: 6. 
J. B. Russell, Prudential Committee. 


This district has had two terms, both taught by Miss J. E. 
Osgood. This is her third year in the school. She did-her usual 
thorough work, with the usual good results. The wisdom of em- 
ploying the same teacher continuously has been well illustrated 
by the work of these three years. The customary “turning 
back ” process, by which scholars suffer such loss at the coming 
of a new teacher, has been avoided, consequently the children 
are farther advanced in their text-books than many of their age. 
Unusually good progress was made in Colburn’s Arithmetic. 
The new map of New Hampshire was carefully studied. Good 
use was made of the new wall maps which the district bought 
last year, and also a fair beginning madein English composition 
by all who are far enough advanced to write. 
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DISTRICT NO. 6. 


C. P. Smith, Prudential Committee. 

The summer term was taught by Miss Hattie A. Stearns. 
The order was good, and fair progress was made in most of the 
classes. 

Miss Nette L. Allen taught the fall school. The order was 
somewhat defective for a time, one boy being a little lawless and 
one or two others somewhat inclined to follow his leadership in- 
stead of thé teacher’s, but the parents coming to the rescue in 
good time the trouble was settled and order restored. At the 
examination the classes showed good improvement. Perhaps this 
school has not done quite its customary amount of work this year. 


REMARKS. 


Some of our schools are very small. Such schools cannot 
be so interesting or profitable as larger ones; also they are more 
expensive in proportion to the numbers. An act passed by the 
legislature of 1878 enables districts having less than twelve 
scholars to attend any term, to authorize their prudential com- 
mittees by vote at their annual meeting to provide for the at- 
tendance of pupils in the adjoining districts. In such cases they 
are also authorized to use asum not exceeding ten per cent of the 
money of the district, for the conveyance of the pupils to and 
from school, and to divide the rest of it among these districts in 
proportion to the number attending each. 

Our Superintendent of Public Instruction says, in his last 
annual report, that the small districts of the State are beginning 
to take advantage of this law, thereby securing larger and bet- 
ter schools. 

Perhaps the pupils of District No. 1 might be thus distrib- 
uted in Nos. 2 and 3. I would call the attention of these dis- 
tricts to this matter. 

In conclusion, I would say that while some terms of school 
have not been so successful as we could wish, more than two 
thirds of them have been quite satisfactory. The children are 


| 
| 
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generally intelligent, and, with very few exceptions, easily con- 
trolled. Here is ground for encouragement, and if the incoming 
prudential committees will be careful to select only good teach- 
ers,—a matter of great importance,—and the parents will be 
careful to sustain them properly in the exercise of their author- 
ity,—a matter of equal importance,— we may hope that the 
work of next year will be better still. 


Respectfully submitted, 
M. 8. PRENTISS, School Com. 


ROLL OF HONGigs 


The following pupils have not been absent or tardy during 
the entire year :— 

Disrrict No. 1.— Edith M. Dow, Charles W. Dow. 

Districr No. 2.-— Lora M. Clark, Edwin H. Clark. 

Disrricr No. 8.— Mary A. Walker, Della C. Walker, Hat- 
tie Wright. 

Disrricr No. 5.— Etta M. Davis, Flora B. Russell, lra M. 
Russell, Dean 8S. Russell. 

Disrricr No. 6.— Allen K. Holden. 


STAT Is Tia 


No. of children between five and fifteen years of age not 
attending any school, 1. 

No. of scholars between five and fifteen years of age, as re- 
ported by the seiectmen, 45. 

No. of boys, 21. 

No. of girls, 24. 

No. of different scholars in actual attendance, as renarted 
by the teachers, 49. 
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TABULAR STATEMENT. 
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No. of Pupils studying Arithmetic. Shera es 


No. of Pupils studying Geography. 


No. of Pupils studying Grammar. 
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